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Art. XL — The American Almanac and Repository of Useful 
Knowledge for the Year 1 830. Boston. Gray&Bowen. 
12mo. pp. 320. 

The Almanac is perhaps the most popular kind of periodical 
work, which is published ; one which is most widely circulated, 
and most carefully studied. It is regarded in most families as an 
indispensable manual of certain kinds of information, and it is 
often the familiar companion of persons, who read few other 
books. The first book printed in America, next to the Free- 
man's Oath, was an Almanac ; and from that date to the present 
time, probably more copies of the Almanac have been annually 
sold, than of any other publication. Notwithstanding the 
general interest felt in this description of work, it is one in 
which the great body of readers content themselves with a 
very moderate degree of merit, and a very small amount of 
real information. A record of the movements of the sun, 
moon, and tides, is almost the only information that is thought 
indispensable. It is obvious, that the same manual, which 
makes known to us the hour of the rising and setting of the 
heavenly luminaries, might at the same time afford a large 
amount of other information of daily utility. 

In other countries the supply of this information has been 
successfully attempted, and in many parts of this, Almanacs 
have been for several years annually published, containing, in 
addition to the usual astronomical tables, an ample and very 
convenient collection of facts, relating chiefly to the state in 
which they are put forth. The information contained in these 
publications is too limited in its scope, and too local in its 
character, to answer the most important of the purposes to 
which this species of periodical work seems adapted. It admits 
of being made a record, not merely of atmospherical phenomena, 
of state and county officers, and municipal regulations, but of 
the statistics of every part of the world, of useful discoveries 
of every sort, and of important historical facts of every de- 
scription. To be satisfied how extensive may be the scope of 
such a work, it is only necessary to cast an eye over the table 
of contents of the little volume now before us. We cannot 
better exhibit the objects of this work than by copying the 
Preface. 

' The main object of this work is utility. It has been the 
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aim of its conductors to collect within the smallest compass the 
greatest amount of useful and practical information on those topics, 
in which the community is generally interested. The work is 
divided into Five Parts, and its plan and purposes will best be 
seen by a brief analysis of each of these. 

'The First Part is devoted to the Calendar, embracing, in 
addition to the particulars usually inserted in Almanacs, a large 
mass of important facts in relation to the celestial movements, 
and tables for nautical and astronomical purposes. The 
Eclipses and Occuhations have been calculated with extraordi- 
nary care, and much valuable information will be found con- 
nected with the subject of Tides. The Tide Table is followed 
by a table of the Latitude and Longitude of the principal places 
in the United States. To suit the calendar pages to every part 
of the Union, the rising and setting of the Sun and Moon have 
been calculated for some of the chief cities in different parts. 
A column in each month is also devoted to useful remarks, and 
another to remarkable events. Further explanations of this part 
of the work will be found prefixed to the Calendar. 

' The Second Part contains information, communicated in a 
simple and intelligible form, respecting the celestial changes and 
most common astronomical appearances. An account of Alma- 
nacs is followed by an explanation of the division of time into 
Days, Weeks, Months, and Years ; the Holydays of the Church ; 
the variety of the Seasons ; the Signs of the Zodiac ; Astrology ; 
the Moon's Phases, and Eclipses ; Tides ; Spots on the Sun ; the 
Rotation of the Planets ; the Orbits of the Planets ; Comets ; 
and much information on other kindred topics, designed to elu- 
cidate and adapt them to the understanding of persons of all de- 
grees of knowledge. 

' In Part Third are contained miscellaneous articles and di- 
rections of general usefulness ; a selection from Washington's 
Agricultural Notes and Journal ; Franklin's Poor Richard Re- 
vived ; advice on the Use of Fruit ; an Essay on the advan- 
tages of Fresh Air in promoting health and comfort ; another 
on Clothing ; and Facts concerning Intemperance. 

' The Fourth Part embraces a selection of statistical matters 
relating to foreign countries, and particularly a curious and full 
table of the Statistics of the World. In compiling this part, 
as well as the others, regard has been had not only to the tempo- 
rary but permanent value of the facts selected. There will be 
found tables of the Population, Families, Houses, Land, Canals, 
and Roads of Great Britain ; an essay on the Increase of the In- 
habitants of Europe ; on the comparative force of France and 
England ; the number of books printed in France ; the value of 
vol. xxx. — no. 66. 36 
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money in different countries in Europe, reduced to American cur- 
rency ; the Revenues, Expenditures, Trade, Finance, Commerce, 
Currency, and Manufactures of Great Britain. All these state- 
ments are brought down to the latest dates. 

' The Fifth Part occupies a much larger portion of the work, 
than any of the others, and has the same design in regard to 
the United States, which the fourth part has in reference to for- 
eign countries. As introductory to the main subjects, a short 
view is taken of the Colonial Statistics, which is followed by a 
selection of particulars illustrating the Statistics of the Revolution, 
such as the Expense of the War, amount of Continental Money 
issued, Loans in France, Troops employed, Presidents of the Old 
Congress, Adoption of the State Constitutions, and Signers of the 
Declaration of Independence. Then follow statistical tables and 
statements respecting the United States since the foundation of 
the government, and at present ; such as a record of the elections 
of Presidents ; lists of civil officers, Heads of Departments, Ameri- 
can Ministers abroad, Foreign Ministers in this country, Judges, 
Representatives ; also the Receipts and- Expenditures of the Gov- 
ernment, the Public Debt, the Bank of the United States, Com- 
merce, Public Lands, Indians, Post Office, Coinage, Patents, Mil- 
itary Posts, Vessels of War, Navy Yards, Militia, Internal Im- 
provements, Population, Colleges, Religious Denominations, Me- 
ieorology. After this come the statistics of each State, as far as 
the facts could be collected, comprising an account of the public 
revenues, banks, schools, civil officers and their salaries, internal 
improvements, militia, modes of taxation, prisons, and whatever 
else relates to the practical administration of government, the 
organization of local communities, and the moral and physical 
progress of society. At the close is a Chronicle of the Events 
of the past year. 

' Such is the outline of our plan, as executed in the present 
attempt. We confess that our wishes have been but partially re- 
alized, especially in regard to the individual states. As little pains 
are taken in several of the states to collect statistical facts, and less 
to arrange and present them to the public in a tangible form, it is 
extremely difficult to carry this head to any degree of complete- 
ness. Our enterprise was undertaken, also, at too late a period in 
the year to enable us to procure intelligence from remote states. 
In some instances, however, the deficiency must be ascribed rather 
to the remissness of our correspondents, than to any want of 
effort on our part. What we have published, will be enough to 
indicate the extent of our plan, and the manner in which it may 
be filled out. It is presumed, that the states, for their own con- 
venience, will gradually adopt regulations for collecting and em- 
bodying particulars of this sort, and then the task of condensing 
and combining them into a single work will be comparatively easy. 
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' Should the success of the present volume warrant the contin- 
uance of an annual series, we may venture to promise essential 
improvements as we proceed. It will be seen, that a great deal of 
matter in this volume is of a permanent character, suited for 
reference at any future day, as well as for use in the passing year. 
Facts are unchangeable in their nature, and, when once record- 
ed, their value is never lost. The method of tabular views, for 
communicating certain kinds of knowledge, has immense advan- 
tages over any other, in presenting, at a single glance of the eye, 
a mass of information, that would be expanded over many pages if 
exhibited in any other form. In every part of the volume, our 
chief aim has been to condense the information into as small a 
space as possible, and at the same time to convey it in so methodical 
and clear a manner, that it might be easily received by all classes 
of readers. 

' The purpose of this work will allow the admission of many 
facts besides those of a strictly statistical character. The perma- 
nent features of geography may be here exhibited from time to 
time in tabular and compressed forms ; such as the extent of diff- 
erent territories and divisions of the earth, the length of rivers, 
height of mountains, magnitude of seas, lakes, and islands, and 
all other particulars naturally embraced in comparative geography. 
The same may be said of chronological records, not merely as de- 
noting the order of a series of events, but as grouping those of 
a similar kind under particular heads. In this way may be pre- 
sented the dates at which the sovereigns of different countries 
were crowned, and the length of their reigns ; the dates and places 
of memorable battles, the number of men engaged, and loss on 
each side ; the dates of the treaties between nations ; and other in- 
cidents analogous in their character. These remarks may even 
be extended to the regions of history and biography. A mass of 
facts thus collected from year to year, not only will have some in- 
terest at the moment, but will at length become a useful storehouse 
for future recurrence. 

' A brief outline of our political progress may also be easily in- 
troduced, such as a summary of the proceedings of Congress and 
of the legislature of the several states for each year, so far as they 
give rise to any new results either in the promulgation of laws, or 
the establishment of institutions, or aiding schemes of improve- 
ment. All the particulars of this sort, when divested of their ex- 
traneous accompaniments, may be brought together within a nar- 
row compass. Notice may also be taken of charitable and reli- 
gious societies, and associations for promoting the objects of hu- 
manity, morals, knowledge, and social order. A comparison of 
the extent of such efforts might communicate correct views of their 
effects, and serve as a guide in future undertakings of a like na- 
ture. 



284 The American Almanac. [Jan. 1830. 

'But in all this we have again to confess, that we are only 
hinting at what may be done, within the scope of our plan, and 
what we hope will be done, but not what we have actually ac- 
complished or attempted in the present volume. 

' The astronomical part, we believe, will be found more full and 
accurate, than anything of a similar kind which has appeared in 
the United States. It is intended to answer all the essential pur- 
poses of a nautical almanac, in addition to the usual calculations 
of an almanac and ephemeris. Should the work be continued, 
great care will be devoted to this part, and new matter will annual- 
ly be given, illustrating in a simple manner the practical topics in 
the science of astronomy.' 

The objects here proposed are in general satisfactorily ac- 
complished in this volume. There are however some imper- 
fections, which were perhaps inevitable in the commencement 
of such an undertaking, without a longer time for preparation, 
and which it may be presumed will be supplied in future num- 
bers, i Some tables appear to have been omitted on the idea, 
that they are too commonly to be met with, to need being here 
inserted. This we think is not a satisfactory reason lor the 
omission. We would recommend a more extensive collec- 
tion of foreign statistics. Means ought to be furnished for 
learning the condition and progress of other countries ; and 
details of this description will be less likely to come to the 
knowledge of the reader of this volume through other chan- 
nels, than those which relate to our own country. Details of 
the latter class, however, will properly constitute the chief part 
of the work. With the increased opportunity for preparation, 
which another year will afford, and with the exercise of judg- 
ment and the care exhibited in the compilation of the present 
volume, the conductors will without doubt present us all that 
can be reasonably desired in a publication of this sort. We 
hope it may meet with that degree of patronage, which will 
induce them to persevere in their design. 

It would be improper to close this brief notice, without re- 
marking upon the very neat manner in which this volume is 
printed. It is in a small and delicate type, and on beautiful 
paper ; and in its style of execution, it will compare advan- 
tageously with the handsome productions of the British press. 



